2790 Gulf To Bay Blvd.
Suite D
Clearwater, FL. 33759

OFFICE PHONE: E-MAIL: WEBSITE:
(727) PalmIslandCns
549-2263 faaol.com www.PalmislandCC.com
May 31,2016
Ben:

Nice speaking to you on the phone Monday. Enclosed is a copy of COINage with the article
about our Cuba experience. Feel free to use anything you want for the Society as far as my permission goes, |

know vou still have to check with Ed Reiter. Thanks again.

Sincerely,

R
Fy &M
Tom Snead
PALM ISLAND COINS
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Gathered at the grand staircase of the Cuban Numismatic Museum, the historic first nu-
mismatic delegation to Cuba included (left to right), Bob Shedden, David Goldsmith, Dana
Reed, Richard Schemitsch, and the author,Tom Snead.

- AFTER MANY GROUP photos documenting

our historic visit and a lobster and mojito lunch
at a nearby restaurant, we hit the streets with
Professor Estevez for a short walk to our private
tour of the Royal Force Castle. This classic 16®-
century Spanish fort, complete with cannons,
a drawbridge and a moat, is now a museum
housing maritime artifacts and treasures.

The first exhibit we encountered was a large
cutaway model of a Spanish galleon, the largest
ship of its day, capable of transporting tons of
gold and silver from the New World back to
Spain. The professor was actually present at the
discovery of some of the items. The fort was
full of what treasure hunters dream of: sea-
salvaged jewelry; pottery and utensils, intricate
navigational instruments, and firearms. And,
of course, chests full of gold and silver coins.

We've all seen the “Eureka!” moment when
a treasure chest is opened in a Hollywood
movie—but to actually peer into a real one,
brought to the surface after centuries at the
bottom of the ocean, is quite breathtaking.

Heading back to our van, we passed through
Plaza de Armas Square. Spotting some ven-
dors under the trees with what appeared to be
showcases, we raced over. It was our lucky day!
Richard and David immediately spotted some
unusual Cuban medals, which they quickly
added to their personal collections. Bob found
an old photo of Ernest Hemingway deep-sea
fishing off the coast.

After some price haggling, I bought some
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of the small currency produced in the early
days of the revolution, the 26® of July Move-
ment Guerrilla Note crudely printed by Fidel
Castros forces for use in the areas controlled
by his forces.

As night fell, we visited Cathedral Square,
resplendent with the Cathedral of the Virgin
Mary, which housed Christopher Columbus’
remains from 1795 to 1898. We finished our
evening with a wonderful rooftop dinner of
lobster (again!) at La Moneda Cubana Restau-
rant overlooking Havana harbor.

As I scanned the water, I thought about the
1898 explosion and sinking of the USS Maine
in this very harbor, which triggered the
Spanish-American War. Suddenly, a cannon
shot rang out across the harbor. Our hosts
quickly reassured us that it was a traditional
9 p.m. ceremony, dating from the short-lived
1762-63  Brit-
ish occupation, s )
signaling the (Bf 163
nightly closing
of the city gates.

OurR  THIRD
day found us

for a lecture on
the history of rateofi to l.

Cuban coins and currency by Director Gon-
zales. Afterward, we were introduced to a very
special guest: Ramon Rodriguez, president of
the Association of Cuban Numismatics. As
head of the Cuban counterpart of our ANA, he
was very excited to meet us. He was especially
thrilled to learn that Richard Schemitsch, while
not officially representing the Cuban Numis-
matic Association on this visit, was nonetheless
a member and an enthusiastic fellow-collector.

Sefior Rodriguez posed for pictures and then
gave us a short narrative of the current state of
coin collecting in Cuba. We were pleased to
learn that their club is a robust organization
with more than 900 members nationwide and
branches in every province.

As our meeting broke up, no one was in
a hurry to leave. Richard and Sefior Rodri-
guez had an animated conversation in Spanish
about their respective clubs. David impressed
our tour guide, Ines, with pictures of his recent
visit to the grand opening of the new national
coin exhibit at the Smithsonian.

Bob and I gave the staff some coin magazines
we happened to bring, including a copy of
COINage, for which they were very thankful
and which they solemnly promised to add to
their numismatic library.

We wrapped up our museum visit with an
invitation by our tour operator, Dana Reed, to
Director Gonzales, to visit Florida in 2017 for
the annual FUN show and to possibly speak to
the 1715 Fleet Society about the Cuban origins
of that ill-fated flotilla, which sank in a hurri-
cane off the east coast of Florida. He promised
to visit, pending his government’s permission.

At lunch, our guide, Dana, surprised us
with an unexpected Thanksgiving dinner. In a
country that doesn't celebrate our holiday and
has millions of chickens but very few turkeys,

pesos convertibles
back at the A  wa _‘m’:ﬂ%’&

Cuban Numis- 3
matic Museum

bright and early  Cuba has two official monetary systems: the Cuban peso (CUP), used by

the citizens and valued at the rate of 24 to | US dollar, and the Cuban
convertible peso (CUC), shown here, for tourism and luxury items at the

COINage




This copper-nickel 3 Peso coin, received in
change, features Ernesto ““Che” Guevara
surrounded by the revolutionary siogan
“Patria O Muerte” (Country or Death).

he conspired with the maitre d and chef to
locate one in the countryside for our dinner,
As our gregarious chef joined the band in
serenading us, we toasted each other and our
new friends.

‘Even though the side dishes were beans and
rice instead of stuffing and sweet potatoes, we
were very grateful for the delicious taste of
home and the special meal we'll never forget.

ON OUR AFTER-dinner ride back to the hotel,
we spotted the Cuban version of an indoor flea
market and had our driver do a quick U-turn
to this potential source of treasure. After nearly
giving up on finding anything other than tour-
ist souvenirs, Richard discovered a young man
in a small booth labeled “Numisma’” The mer-
chant was both excited and bewildered to sud-
denly have a group of American coin collectors
swarm his tiny shop and begin sifting through
his inventory.

The dealer, Antonio, was knowledgeable

and reasonable, and with Richard interpret-
ing, we were able to make some great buys. I
bought some 1950 and 1954 100-peso notes
in gem uncirculated condition. Also, an
uncut sheet of 1896 five-peso notes with the
reverse red ink overprint “Plata” I picked up
a double-stamped Argentina 50-peso coin of
Gen. José de San Martin sure to impress our
in-house error expert, Gage Stoefen, back at
my Florida store.

[ strayed from numismatics a little to buy an
old Esso road map of the island, some early
19505 American baseball cards and a couple of
authentic pre-revolution Cuban license plates
for my newest collection. Bob bought a “Che”
three-peso note portraying Che Guevara to
go with the Che three-peso coin he got in
change. He also bought a scarce commemora-
tive medal featuring Ernest Hemingway and
Fidel Castro.

Richard and David again did well, using their
expertise to make some interesting buys. We
had to be dragged out of there at closing time,
but we were all well satisfied with our acquisi-
tions. We'll never forget the ear-to-ear smile
on the face of that enthusiastic young coin
dealer and can only imagine the story he'll tell
of the day the frenzied Americans overran his
humble shop!

OUR LAST FULL day in Cuba was scheduled
to be an opportunity to take a break from the
world of coins and spend a relaxing day at the
beach, but of course the hobby found a way to
dominate even this day.

We left Havana and drove a couple of hours
east to the resort town of Varadero. We fol-
lowed the winding coast highway, watching the
crashing waves and won-
dering what sunken trea-
sures lie beneath. Small
white sandy beaches were
interspersed with rocky
outcroppings. Our view
to the south was miles
of small farms of agave,
longhorn cattle ranches
and scrubland surpris-
ingly scattered with oil
wells. Transportation by

After some haggling with a street vendor in Plaza de Armas horse cart was also still
Square, | was able to buy some of the small currency produced .. ; .
in the early days of the revolution.This 1958 2 Peso “36th of july 2lve and well in_this
Movement” guerrilla note was crudely printed by Castro's forc- region.

es for use in the areas they controlled.
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Continued on page 18

LINCOLN CENTS

CIRCLE DATES WANTED.
SEND STAMP & ADDRESS FOR PRICE LIST.
1A G E ENTS B 9
50 CENTS EACH OR § DIFFERENT FOR $2.00
18P 19P 20P 26P 27P 29P 34P 34D 35P

35D 36P 36D 37P 37D 38P 38D 39P 30§
40P 40D 40S 41P 4ID 43P 42§ 43P 43D
4P 44D 448 45P 45D 455 46P 46D 46
47D 48P 48D 49D 498 S0P 50D S1P SID
51S 52P 52D 528 53P 53D 538 S4P 54D
55F 35D S6P 36D 57P S7D 58P 58D S0P
9D 60P 60D 6IP 61D 62P 62D 63P 63D
64P 64D 65 66 67 G6SP 68D 685 69D
698 TOP 70D 708 7ID 72D 73P 73S 74P
74D 748 75D 76P 76D 77D 9P 79D 80P
80D B8IP 81D 82P 82D 89P 89D 90P 90D
91P 92D 94P 94D 96D 98D 99P 99D Q0D
01D 02P 02D 03P 04D 0SP 05D O06P Q6D
07F 07D 08P BIRTHPLACE> (9P 00D
FORM> 09P 09D PROF.> 09P 09D 10P 10D
LIP 11D 12P 12D 13P 13D 14P 14D ISP 15D
50 CENIS EA: 16P 17P 195 25P 28P 30P 30D
358 365 378 388 39D 41S 42D 43S 47p
478 485 49P 505 545 558 6ODSM 69P
7IP 71S 72P 728 73D 75P 77 TSP 78D
83P 84P 85P 85D 87P 87D 88P 88D 9ID
92P 93P 93D 95P 95D 96P 97P 97D o8P

00P_01P 03D 04P (8D PRES.> Q9P 09D
75 CENTSEA: 10P 11P 23P 24P 29D 1295 308§
SL EACH: 13P _14P 205 3IP 83D 84D 861’;

|

SLSOEACH 17D 17S 18D 18§ 19D 2ip
258 270 275 28D 285 86D

$2 EACH: 120 16D 20D 21S 25D 26D 32D
SSEACH 09 13D ISP 165 245 32P 33D

$3. EACH 15D 33 _|§7.EACH: 23 31D |
1982 7 COIN VARIETY SET—$3. | 60 SMDT §5. |
INDIVIDUALLY PRICED (9VDB-$14. 105-824, ‘
11D-$10.  115-854, 12D-$12.  128-$29. 138-319.]
148-832. 15§-527. 22D-$4, 24D-554. 265.514.|
1959 - 2015 BUSET IN TUBES NO VARIETIES 536.|
1941-1958 CIRC SET NO VARIEITES 58, OR 6/345,

|
H
BUFFALO & JEFFERSON NICKELS |
50 CENTS EACH OR 8 DIFFERENT FOR 52.00 I
39P 40P 41P 46P 47P 49§ 51D 52P 52D 528
53D 538 54D 55D 56D 57D 58P 58D S0P
59D 60P 60D 61D 6P 62D 63P 63D 4P
64D 65 705 99P 03P 03D 04T2D O0STID
0ST2P_0ST2D (6P 06D 07P 07D 08P 08D
50 CENTS EACH: 40D 405 4IS 42D 46D 475
48D SOP 548 56P 57P 6IP 66 67 71D 72D
73D 76D 77P 77D 80D SI1P 90P 90D 9(p
0P 04PT2 04DTI_OSPTL I14P 14D ISP ISP
75 CENTS EACH: 49P 49D 54P 67 688 698
70D 74D 78D 79P 79D S0P 81D 87P 87D
B8P 88D 9P 89D 9ID 92P 94P 94D 9GP
_00D_0ID_02D [P 11D 12P 12D 13 13D
$1.00 EACH: 36P 36D 37P 37D 38P 4ID
42NICK 468 SIS 53P 5SP 69D 73P 74P 75D
85P 85D 93D 95P 96D (4PTi 10P 10D
§1.50 EACH: 38DJEFF 395 48P 488 68D 72p
75P 76P TSP $4P 92D 95D 97P 98P 98D (2P
$2. EACH:27P 20P 30P 34P 35P 388 47D 51P
84D _8GP 86D 91D 92P 96D 98P 99D 0P
S3EACH: 295 35D 39S 43P 435 44P 93P 09D
38DBUFF—4.00 39D-8.00 50D-$18.00 09P_4.00
1938-1961 CIRC JEFFERSON NICKEL SET $79.00

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE,
43 DAY RETURN PRIVILEGE,:CHECKS: MONEY
ORDERS; CREDIT CARDS FOR ORDERS SHIPPED
TO BILLING ADDRESS ACCEPTED
[ 830-557-5759 WWW.MCQUEENEYCOINS.COM
ADD $5. SHIPPING CHARGE TQ ALL ORDERS

MCQUEENEY COINS |
PO BOX 7284 MCQUEEl\_IEY, TX 78123 J

!
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The 1916 gold Dos Pesos featuring Cuban hero Jose Marti was d;.asigned by Chief Engraver
Charles Barber, who was also the designer of US coins from the same period.

Our lunch was at the magnificent Xanadu
Mansion. This oceanfront retreat was built by
the wealthy Du Pont family in the 1920s and
was abandoned to the Cuban government after
the revolution. After a delicious meal of fresh
mahi-mahi, we strolled down to the beach.
Having been to Key West and seeing people
point south and say “Cuba is only 90 miles
from here) it was surreal to be at that exact
point looking north, with the US.A. just over
the horizon.

On our leisurely ride back to Havana, we
were discussing how wed spend our last night
in Cuba when we got a surprising phone call.

e ey

Richard Schemitsch (left), Secretary of the Cuban Numismatic Asso-
ciation, enjoyed his meeting with Ramon Rodriguez, president of the
Association of Cuban Numismatics (center),
Director of the Cuban Numismatic Museum

18 www.coinagemag.com

and Sergio Diaz Gonzales,
(right).

Ramon Rodriguez, president of the Associa-

tion of Cuban Numismatics, whom we had -

met the previous day at the museum, was so
excited by our visit that hed gathered together
the groups’ Board of Directors and they were
now on their way to meet us!

We forgot all about our dinner plans and
rushed back to the hotel, where we were soon
greeted by the very enthusiastic delegation of
six. All were dressed in their finest and bub-
bling with enthusiasm, and we soon realized
that this first meeting between collectors and
dealers from both countries was a momen-
tous occasion for them. One of the gentlemen

proudly showed me his government-issued
membership card, and pointed out that his
number was “4 indicating his early member-
ship in the organization.

Under the curious glances of onlookers, we
found a spot to pull together some tables and
chairs for our meeting. Through an interpreter,
Sefior Rodriguez explained that due to the
new climate of limited free enterprise, their
coin club was making great plans for public
exhibitions and even coin shows in the center
of Havana. He even invited us all to attend the
first show as his personal guests. We found it
very curious that the government had to grant
permission for the shows, but once OKed,
they would actually provide the venue, tables,
chairs, etc.

WE HAD HOPED that the group might have
some coins to sell, but none were in sight.
Sefior Rodriguez had already expressed his
concern about selling coins for a profit in a
government-owned building such as our ho-
tel. We also noticed we were being cautiously
watched from down the hallway by someone
we assumed might be a government agent.

Then one of the board members reached in
his pocket and handed me a coin. It was an
1884-CC Morgan dollar. “Very Good grade?”
he asked in broken English,

“A little better than that;’ I said. “Fine-plus”

He was very pleased. “You want to buy?”
Suddenly, the coins and paper money came
began pouring onto the table from pockets,

Museum guide Ines Morales (center), presented pre-revolution-
ary Cuban currency and guidebooks to Florida coin dealer Tom :
Snead (left) and collector Bob Shedden (right). They presented
her with an issue of COINage magazine.

COINage



Pre-revolution currency was on display at the Cuban Numismatic Museumn, including these

gem uncirculated 1949-1960 notes.

wallets, purses and bags. Regardless of the real
or imagined government agent watching us,
the first impromptu U.S.-Cuban coin show was
in full swing!

Late into the night, we horse-traded and talk-
ed shop as best we could with our new friends.
I bought some pre-revolution specimen notes,
and David and Richard once again were able
to pick up some interesting coins and medals
not often seen in the U.S. Bob busily snapped
some pictures of this historic meeting, as did a
photographer for their newsletter.

Finally, we called it a night with promises
of future visits. We spoke of all the numis-
matic possibilities once the final obstacles to
travel and trade are removed.

‘We were all quiet on our return flight as we
each reflected on our experiences in Cuba.
I thought of all the friends I made and the
invitations to visit again. My store has a large

supply department, and I began compiling a
list of items I noticed their museum desper-
ately needed: Airtite capsules for the coins,
currency flips, tubes and storage boxes, cur-
rent price guides.

Basic collector items we take for granted
here are scarce there, and with the muse-
ums’ tiny budget, donations of these will be
greatly appreciated.

Big change is coming to their country soon,
and I could feel that sentiment everywhere. I
know there are many opinions about wheth-
er this is the right time to engage with Cuba,
but our trip wasn't about politics or ide-
ologies. It was about meeting the common
people of Cuba and our counterparts in the
numismatic community.

We discovered through their enthusiasm
and commitment to the hobby that they
were just like us.

AN

National hero Ernesto “Che” Guevara, pictured on this 2004 3 Pesos note, was also the
first post-revolution President of the National Bank and first Finance Minister.
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GLENNS COIN SHOP
GEM PROOF SINGLES
NICKELS

DATE CENTS DIMES QTS HALVES
1852 30.00 800 24.00 32.00 149.00
1853 22.00 30.00 29.00 33.00 119.00
1954 1.00 1350 12.00 12,00 55.00
1855 10.00 10.00 a.50 1.00 60.00
1956 3.00 3.00 6.00 10.50 27.00
1957 350 3.00 480 10.00 2.0
1958 450 5.00 5.00 10.00 25.00
1859 350 475 5.00 8.00 2400
2.50 1.50 4.00 5.00 20.00
1960SMDT e - e - ]
961 1.00 1.00 3.50 7.00 2.0
1982 1.00 1.00 3.50 7.00 21.00
1863 1.00 1.00 5.00 7.00 i}
1964 1.00 1.00 3.50 7.00 2,00
13855M8 — 125 1.28 175 5.00
19665MS 1.00 1.50 125 1.75 750
1567SMS — 2,00 -1.76 75 9.75
1.00 1.00 1.00 1.2§ 7.00
18698 1.00 1.7 1.00 1.25 T.0¢
19708 1.5 100 0.75 1.00 850
14708 SMOT — = e - ceeee
14718 1.00 2.25 1.25 1.00 2.25
19728 125 1.25 1.00 1.00 25
19738 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.50
19748 1.00 150 1.00 125 2.25
| 19758 4.00 1.50 125 e neeen
19768 2.50 1.50 125 1.00 1.25
19768 40% PRF R e e 5.00 7.00
19775 : 2.00 150 175 1.25 150
19 00 150 0.90 1.25 1.50
19798 (1) st 1.5 0.85 100 1.25
19758 (i} 4.00 3.00 3.00 4.00 r—
19808 1.00 0.75 0.85 1.00 1.9
15815 (1) 1.00 0.85 0.85 100 115
16815 1) — ——— —t e 13.00
19828 (1) 225 1.75 125 150 2.25
19828 (1) evee 3.5 o - —
19838 150 2,00 1.00 175 215
19848 375 3.50 1.50 2,00 378
18855 3.95 200 1.0 200 1.2§
19865 150 5.00 3.00 a0 2,00
19478 1.50 1.50 1.00 1.28 2.50
15888 3.00 5.25 2.00 2.00 325
15085 am 275 278 200 450
19908 250 2.95 150 350 2.00
18918 4.00 2.50 175 1.25 2.50
18925 1.50 1.25 2.00 2,50 4.00
19928 SILVER < - 5.00 8.00 17.00
19438 2.50 1.00 4.00 1.50 4.00
19335 SILVER e e 6.00 10.00 24.00
SUS 2.0 178 4.00 2.00 6.00
19945 SILVER - s 6.00 10.60 2,00
19958 2.00 3.50 9.95 6.00 12.00
19358 SILVER o e 10.00 10.00 49.00
19968 200 2.0 .00 250 4.95
19955 SILVER w—— e 6.00 9.00 2.0
19978 2.50 3.00 5.00 6.50 7.
18975 SILVER resee e 12.60 10.00 25,00
19585 .00 2.00 3.00 5.00 4.50
18985 SILVER —— - 5.00 10.50 17.00
GEM PROOF SINGLES
CENTS  NICNELS  DIMES GTRS HALVES
5 PC SETS
993§ 2.50 2.00 zu 5.00 8.00
19998 SILVER v - 9.00 89.00 29.00
20008 1.00 1.00 150 3.00 3.00
20008 SILVER [, el 495 29.00 15.00
$ 200 1.50 2.00 £.00 6.00
20015 SIVER o - 4.95 38.00 16.00
20028 1.50 1.00 1.50 4.00 3.00
20028 SILVER anen v 5,00 24.00 13.00
20038 1.50 150 1.50 3.00 4.00
20038 SILVER. s ree 5.00 4,00 1200
20048 1.50 peate$d.ss .00 3.00 6.00
20045 SILVER e Kgal,$3.95 500 24.00 12.00
20053 1.50  buff,$3.95 1.25 3.00 2.50
2005 § SILVER - 0cean$d 85 §.60 20.00 15.00
115 225 1.25 5.00 4.50
2006 § SILVER e res 5.00 19.00 16.00
20078 1.50 2.00 1,25 4.0 4.00
2007 § SILVER - o 6.00 24.00 16.00
20088 - 3.50 400 40.00 17.00
2008 § SILVER B e 6.00 25.00 .00
2003 § 4 PC CENT 20.00 1.50 1.50 7.00 200
2009 § SILVER - . s 25.00 23.00
20108 3.50 2.50 4.00 20,00 14.00
2010 $ SILVER o by 6.00 30.00 15.00
218 5.50 450 §.00 18.00 17.00
2011 3 SILVER we e 9.60 40.00 23.00
20125 e T.00 T e 20.00
2012 § SILVER = e 26.00 e 135.00
20138 3.50 .0 475 9.50 4,50
2013 § SILVER s e e 35.00 resee
WS 8,00 a.00 4.00 8.00 15.00
2014 § SILVER e e 15.00 25.00 35.00
2058 8.00 3.00 4.00 8.00 15.00
2015 8 SILVER e —— —— 25.00 35.00
l; No minimum order. 2) Al calns arg graded accarding to ANA grading standards.
3) All coins are guaranleed Fenuine and carry a thirty-day refura mivi\egiu 4) Postage

and handling are additional For orders within the continental U.S., please include
7.00. For orders outside the continental U.5., pleasa add ample postage. We will
tefund any-overage, Canadian arders will ba accepted anly when drawn on US.
banks. 5) All prices subject to change due to market fluctuations. 6) Califarnia
residents please add 8.75% Sales tax_T) Personal checks OK. but please aliow tims
10 clear. ufﬂiscnver, Visa & MasterCard accepted. You must have 3 penciled Imprint
of your name, numbers & expiration date. 9) Postal Toney orders enly and charge
cards sent ASAP 10) Returns must be In original containers

GLENN'’S COIN SHOP
Glenn Malone
8102 “A” Firestone Bivd., Dept. CA-9
Downey, CA 90241
Mail Order Dept. "Ask for Susie”
CALL (562) 869-3706; FAX or CALL (562) 869-2447

E-mail: glennscoinscard@aol.com
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